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Stephen Coghlan <stephen.coghlan@maine.edu> Thu, Apr 23, 2020 at 10:21 AM
To: umprovost@maine.edu
Dear Provost - I received an email that asked "Are you including lessons or discussions about the Pandemic in your
course work? We want to capture that information. Please send it to umprovost@maine.edu with Pandemic as the
subject line."
I am doing so. Here is a brief description
I am teaching WLE 220 Ecological Statistics this semester, and 90% of my students took my WLE 200 General
Ecology course or EES 351 Energy, Wealth, and Power course last semester and thus are very familiar with concepts
of  ecological footprint, limits to economic and population growth, planetary carrying capacity, and overshoot-collapse
scenarios. Several students asked me if I thought the pandemic was "the big one", or at least the trigger that started it.
I suspected (and hoped) most would want to talk about the pandemic, so I surveyed my students and asked who
wanted to keep learning "statistics as usual" vs. who wanted opportunities to replace or supplement statistics-related
assignments with pandemic-related assignments. About 1/4 want to incorporate the pandemic into our course
curriculum, and all said that no other professor had offered to do so, so I have obliged. I have organized twice-weekly
"COVID chats" on Zoom and as many as 12 students at a time have participated. I have organized "Pandemic
Palavers" where students can post essays or short videos of themselves discussing how the pandemic has personally
impacted them (I posted my own to get the ball rolling) and so far 4 have done so. I have offered up to 5 assignments
that students can complete for either extra credit or replacement of statistics assignment, and they can personalize
how much work they want to do for how much credit received: 1) discuss how the pandemic has impacted their
emotional health / mental well-being; 2) make predictions about how they think future is likely to play out, and critique
their mental-modeling process that yields those predictions; 3) use the pandemic and its corollary effects (e.g.,
negative oil prices, financial collapse, declining pollution, massive increase in debt and unemployment) to generate
and test hypotheses about connections between our economic system and our ecosphere; 4) compare and contrast
the social-geopolitical-economic-environmental implications of this crises with similar crises from our recent history -
Great Depression / Rise of Fascism / WWII in 1930s-40s and Energy Shocks / Stagflation of mid 1970s-mid1980s;
and 5) compare and contrast the pandemic with the climate catastrophe.
If you're curious about how students are receiving this, I am happy to provide names and you are welcome to contact
them
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than you think”, but it will take crea vity, determina on, mental for tude, and hope (hey, what’s going on here ‐
Professor Coghlan is telling his students to have hope about the future? What kind of bizarro‐universe is this!?!).
Now more than ever we need an en re genera on (that’s you) of cri cal thinkers to mobilize and engage



















Dr. Stephen M. Coghlan, Jr.
Associate Professor of Freshwater Fisheries Ecology
Department of Wildlife, Fisheries, and Conservation Biology, University of Maine




    and
Director, Maine Chapter, Center for the Advancement of the Steady State Economy
www.steadystate.org
"It is intellectually dishonest to talk about sustainability without stressing the obvious fact that stopping population
growth is a necessary condition for sustainability" - Dr. Albert A. Bartlett
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